
And recovery of sight for 

the blind 
To let the broken victims 

go free 
To proclaim the year of 

the Lord's favour. 
 
That Spirit which was upon 
Jesus in his ministry through-
out his life comes to us who 
follow Christ, past the cross 
into the resurrection. This 
Easter may we continue to 
follow and to fly with the 
butterflies as we continue 
the kingdom work here on 

earth. 
 
Easter blessings, 
 

Rev. Trent 

 

 

   Van Gogh, the artist once 
penned these words: We are 
not on this earth merely to be 
happy, nor even to be simply 
honest. We are here to realize 
great things for humanity, to 
attain nobility, and to surmount 
the vulgarity in which the exist-
ence of almost all individuals 

drags on. 
   People accomplish this in a 
variety of ways, Not all of us 
paint masterpieces which 
change the way in which the 
world operates, or at least 
we do not see ourselves as 
doing this. However, perhaps 
we paint in our own ways 
the images of our lives upon 
the people around us. We 
brush our strokes upon our 
children, upon our families, 
upon our careers, some of 
us creating masterpieces in 
the process. Yet many of us 
are paralysed by fear. We 
know that within us is infi-
nite potential, yet we stand 
before the canvas with so 
many things weighing us 

down. 
   Easter morning is about 
the boulders standing be-
tween us and all that we 
could accomplish. We gather 
to hear the message that the 
stone has been rolled away 
and to ask ourselves if that is 

possible in our own lives. 
The message of Easter is one 
of infinite possibilities. Resur-

rection conquered the final 
enemy death, God raised 
Jesus from the dead, that is 
what the church proclaims. 
Likely that seems as impossi-
ble to many of us as does 
rolling away the barriers 
which keep us from living life 

to the full. 
   Often we are filled with 
doubt. We know all that we 
could be doing, whether it is 
small or large. We know that 
each new day gives us hun-
dreds of opportunities to be 
a new person, leaving behind 
the caterpillar shell which 
keeps us plodding along and 
refusing to fly. As someone 
commented What the cater-
pillar calls the end, God calls a 

butterfly. 
   That is the truth of Easter 
- more is possible than we 
can possibly imagine. The 
boulders which pin us down 
and keep us from doing great 
things for humanity are 
rolled away. Easter gives us 

hope. 
 
The spirit of the Lord is 

upon me  
Because he has anointed 

me. 
He has sent me to an-

nounce good news to the 

poor 
To proclaim release for 

prisoners 

AN EASTER MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR... 
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LENTEN PILGRIMAGE 

   On March 17 
the Spirit Seek-
ers study group 
went on a visit 
to Saint Mary's 
Basilica Roman 
C a t h o l i c 
Chur ch  on 
Spring Garden 
Road.  There 
they were given 

a welcoming tour by Broth-
er James, a Franciscan from 
Stuttgart, Germa-
ny.  Brother James 
gave an excellent 
tour of the 
church, explaining 
historical aspects 
of the church, 
relating it to the 
church building 
and the theology 
of the Roman 
Catholic Church.  
He then took 

those present 
on a tour of 
the sacristy 
w h e r e  h e 
showed a paint-
ing done by 
students de-
picting the gos-
pel teachings.  
Next he did a 
tour of the 
church museum 
showing vari-

ous historic vestments and 
other items--including a 
couple of reliquaries.  Some 
of the Spirit Seekers then 
remained to attend the 
Mass at 12:15pm. 
   On March 24 the Spirit 
Seekers study group went 
on a visit to First Baptist 
Church on Oxford St. near 
South St.  Rev. John Boyd 
gave them an interesting 
tour of the sanctuary, de-
scribing various aspects of 
the architecture and details 
of the history of the church 
building and persons of note 

who had contributed to the 
church's stained glass win-
dows.  He also detailed 
some plans that the congre-
gation had for placement of 
future windows, one of 
which has been commis-
sioned to be installed before 
this Easter.  We then went 
up to the chancel area 
where he showed us the 
Baptismal tank.  Rev. Boyd 
 

John Boyd at First Baptist 
 

then described process of 
Baptism and also the pro-
cess for the blessing and 
receiving of infants into the 
congregation.  We then 
went into a parlour behind 
the sanctuary, where coffee 
was available for those who 
wanted some and Rev. Boyd 
presented a PowerPoint and 
talk detailing the history of 
the First Baptist Church 
congregation from the earli-
est times of Halifax City up 
to the present.  Following 
this excellent tour a number 
of those present went to a 
restaurant to share a meal. 

 

Submitted by  
Ian MacDonald    
 
 

Father Peter at Saint 
George’s 

 

   On March 10 the Spirit 
Seekers study group went 
on a visit to Saint George's 
Greek Orthodox Church 
on Purcell's Cove Road. 
There they were welcomed 
by Father Peter, the priest 
for the congregation. Father 
Peter gave an excellent tour 
of the church, explaining 
aspects of Greek Orthodox 
Theology, History, and wor 

 

Brother James at Saint 
Mary’s 

 

ship. He also gave an excel-
lent explanation of the 
meanings of the various 
parts of the sanctuary--the 
icons, the iconostasis, and 
the altar. After asking their 
questions and receiving very 
intelligible answers from 
Father Peter the Spirit Seek-
ers went to Cousin's Res-
taurant to share a meal and 
recap their experience at 
Saint George's. 

“Father Peter 

gave an 

excellent tour of 

the church, 

explaining 

aspects of Greek 

Orthodox 

Theology, 

History, and 

worship.” 
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   The Valentine Tea was a 
great success. Our free will 
offering amounted to 
$700.00, of which half was 
to go to a charity. We 
chose ‘Parker St. Food & 
Furniture Bank.’ We were 
very pleased to be able to 
send them a cheque for 
$350.00 in their great time 
of need. 
 
Upcoming Events: 

 
Spring Flea Market: 
April 30th, 2011, 9:30 
AM to 11:30 AM 
   Note for Tables:  We 
accept dishes, clothing, 
books, and household items 
(in working condition).   
   Please no heavy non-
working items, children’s 
equipment that is past code, 
textbooks, Readers Digests 
or magazines.       
    We need your “bags” for 
purchases.  We need volun-
teers for sorting and mark-
ing on Thursday evening – 7 
pm.  We are looking for 
donations of baked goods 
for the Pantry Table. 

   Drop off times are Thurs-
day April 28 from 7-9 pm. 
Friday April 29 from 9-12 
pm.  For pick up please call 
Irene at 422-7966 after 6 or 
please phone the church 
423-4594 (leave a message). 
   We need VOLUNTEERS 
with strong arms to move 
tables on Thursday evening 
at 7 pm. 
   We need people to SORT 
& PIECE items on Friday and     
to work at tables on Satur-
day. 
   We need a CLEAN UP 
CREW FOR Saturday from 
11:30 to12:30. 
   Sign up sheets are availa-
ble on easel board in the 
Tobin Street entrance. 
 
Annual Pot Luck Sup-
per:  May 2nd, 2011 -  
with St. Andrew’s, St. John’s, 
St. Matthew’s and Fort Mas-
sey UCW’s will be hosted 
by St. Matthew’s.  The pro-
gram is being presented by 
Laura Ellis (retired X-ray 
technician) on her trip to 
Afghanistan and her work 
there in a make-shift hospi-

tal.  
 
June 22nd, 2011:  We 
once again will be enjoying a 
Pot Luck supper along with 
the ‘Tuesday Morning Cof-
fee Party Group’ at Carol 
Sinclair’s cottage, Prospect 
Bay. 
 
Submitted by Irene Parks 

my place!" The visitor was 
somewhat distressed by this 
rude welcome, but said 

nothing. 
   After Sunday School, the 
visitor went into the sanctu-
ary and sat down. Another 
member walked up to him 
and said, " That's where I 
always sit! You took my 
place!" The visitor was even 
more troubled by this treat-
ment, but still he said noth-

   One day, a man went to 
visit a church, he got there 
early, parked his car and got 
out. Another car pulled up 
near the driver got out and 
said, "I always park there!

You took my place!"  
   The visitor went inside for 
Sunday School, found an 
empty seat and sat down A 
young lady from the church 
approached him and stated, 
"That's my seat! You took 

ing. 
   Later as the congregation 
was praying for Christ to 
dwell among them, the visi-
tor stood up, and his ap-
pearance began to change. 
Horrible scars became visi-
ble on his hands and on his 
sandaled feet. Someone 
from the congregation no-
ticed him and called out, 
"What happened to you?" 
The visitor replied, as his 

             NOTES FROM THE UCW 

YOU TOOK MY  PLACE! 

“We once again 

will be enjoying a 

Pot Luck supper 

along with the 

‘Tuesday 

Morning Coffee 

Party Group’ at 

Carol Sinclair’s 

cottage, 

Prospect Bay.” 
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The visitor replied, as his 
hat became a crown of 
thorns, and a tear fell 
from his eye, "I took 

your place!"  
 
Food for thought! 
 
Submitted by  
Nancy Riggs 



   The website for Fort Mas-
sey United Church has un-
dergone a radical transfor-
mation in the last few 
months.  It is still found at 
www.fortmasseychurch.com
but the look and navigation 
are changed.  Also, things 
are maintained in a relatively 
up-to-date form since we 
now have direct access to 
maintenance of its content. 
   Our old website, while it 
served its purpose of pre-
senting a face on the inter-
net for our congregation, 
had the difficulty of requir-
ing contact with the website 
administrator who lived at 
some distance - someone 
outside our congregation -
and so had a lag time for 
addition and the editing of 
content. 
   The new site was de-
signed using html code 
(written and designed by 
Aaron MacDonald on a vol-
unteer basis) to produce a 
much cleaner and simpler 
look.  He also designed the 
web pages to maintain a 
width based upon the par-
ticular browser window 
width as set by the individu-
al at their computer.  In 
other words, the contents 
of the browser window will 
expand and contract with 
the window itself.  The old 
website, by way of contrast, 
maintained a constant width 
for the area of text and im-
ages, regardless of the width 
of the browser window. 
      The website is currently  
being added to edited and 
maintained by Ian MacDon-
ald on our new hosting 
company (JustHost.com).  
The domain name, fortmas-

seychurch.com has been 
kept so that we don’t need 
to change how we access it 
on our computers.  Some 
pages are not yet completed 
and new pages will likely be 

added as the need arises. 
   As soon as he has all the 
bugs ironed out of the edit-
ing process, Ian will be giv-
ing Kathy and Trent lessons 
in how to do basic editing of 
the content of the website.  
He will also be adding a 
page for people to give 
feedback and or submit ide-

as for content. 
   Take a look the next time 
you get a chance, if you 
haven’t already, and see 
what’s going on at our 
church.  On the home page 
there are links to a map of 
our church’s location, 
church bulletins (including 
the current one), pictures of 
recent activities by mem-
bers of our congregation, a 
visual tour of the sanctuary, 
special events of interest to 
members of the church, as 
well as links to the different 
levels within our church 
such as Halifax Presbytery, 
Maritime Conference, and 
the United Church of Cana-
da central website.  Other 
pages give additional links 

that might be of interest.  
   The following screen 
shots (using FireFox inter-
net browser) will show you 
what this means in compari-

son to the old website 

The new website homepage: 

The old website homepage: 
 

 
 
Submitted by  
Ian MacDonald,  
Website Administrator 

“Take a look 

the next time 

you get a 

chance, if you 

haven’t already, 

and see what’s 

going on at our 

church.”  

Page 4     Fort    Massey Star 

WEB SITE NEWS 



   According to CTV news 
staff, a new poll conducted 
by Angus Reid in late Janu-
ary found that many Canadi-
ans hold some less-than-
charitable views when it 
comes to the poor, includ-
ing that those of meager 
means would "take ad-
vantage" of any help and 
would "do nothing" with it. 
The poll also found that 
about 25 per cent of Cana-
dians think that poor people 
are lazy and have low moral 
values. William Francis, the 
Salvation Army's commis-
sioner in Canada, said the 
results show that many peo-
ple "continue to believe well
-worn myths" about what it 

means to live in poverty.   
   Many Canadians see pov-
erty as the third most im-
portant issue in the country, 
next to the economy and 
health care, the poll found, 
but few people have a realis-
tic view of what it means to 
be poor. Spokesperson for 
the poll, Andrew Burditt, 
told The Canadian Press 
that many of the 1,025 
adults polled "didn't really 
understand the extent to 
which systemic barriers can 
get in the way of really 
providing a life for yourself 
and that does rob you of 

your dignity."  
 
The poll also found that:  

• 37 per cent of respond-
ents believe that the poor 

"still have it pretty good." 

• Nearly half believe that 
a family of four can live on 
$10,000 to $30,000 annual-

ly. 

• A third of respondents 
think that poverty does not 
strip a person of their digni-

ty. 
Nearly half said that poor 
people could find a job if 

they really wanted to. 
   But a long list of factors 
including low paid jobs, lack 
of access to job training or 
affordable housing, mental 
health and addiction prob-
lems can trap people in pov-

erty.   
   One in 11 Canadians, or 
about three million people, 
live in poverty. That number 
has remained fairly steady 
over the past 10 years. 
However, many food banks 
across the country have 
reported a jump in demand 
for their services since the 
onset of the global reces-
sion and the demographics 
of those being served have 
changed to include more 

children and retirees.  
   The Brunswick Street 
Mission (BSM) fully under-
stands the barriers facing 
the poor and is committed 
to serving those in need 
through a variety of pro-
grams that help with food 
and clothing, support with 
life crisis, obtaining housing 
or employment and manag-
ing finances. The Mission 

also opens its doors each 
morning to provide a hot 
breakfast and warm wel-
come. In order to help the 
BSM care for individuals and 
families in need, consider 
giving the gift of a “Year of 
Caring” for Mothers Day 

this year.  
   By donating $100 to a 
“Year of Caring” you will 
receive a pewter lapel pin, a 
personalized gift card, a tax 
deductible receipt for the 
full donation, and your gift 

will go a long way: 
 
-$100 will provide up to 

one hundred hot breakfasts; 
-$100 will prevent a person 
from becoming homeless 

this year; 
$-100 can help assist individ-
uals seeking housing and 

employment;  
-$100 will provide clothing, 
boots and coats for a family 

of 5 for a year.  
   If interested, call 423 4605 
9a.m. to noon, Monday - 
F r i d a y  o r  e m a i l 
b s m 1 @ e a s t l i n k . c a 
   Or, consider contributing 
to your inner city mission 
through the BSM pre-
authorized remittance 
(PAR) – sign-up forms can 
be found on the table in the 

Tobin Street entrance. 
 
Submitted by  
Leslie MacLean 
 
   

MESSAGE FROM OUTREACH 

“$100 will 

prevent a 

person from 

becoming 

homeless this 

year!” 
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Books! Books ! Books! 
We need books for the 
book sale on April 16. Then 
we need you to come and 
buy them back. Bring your 
friends, relatives, neigh-
bours, strangers! passers by! 
Sale is from 12:00 to 2:30 
pm in the lower hall. The 
books can be dropped off at 
the church during office 
hours, Saturday morning, 
the 16th, from 9 to 12, or 
picked up. Leave a message 
at the church-423-4294 or 

call Carol Sinclair-422-6185. 

Our Easter Outreach 
Project, Our Outreach 
Committee is committed to 
helping bring Khursunoi’s 
(former refugee woman 
from Uzbekistan, now a 
Canadian citizen) family 
(daughter and two grand-
children) into Canada from 
Russia. We have already 
secured monies from the 
congregation to help finance 

the move. The application 
process will cost @ $500, 
which is the goal we have 
set for this year's Easter 
project. Mark‘refugee fund’ 
on your envelope and place 
in the offering plate. Thank 

you. 

Easter Festival of Flow-
ers, Sunday, April 24th, 
10:30 am. Please contact 
Carol Robinson (429-5954) 
or JeanBrown (425-5882) if 
you would like to make a 
donation or memorial dona-
tion.We will enjoy the flow-
ers on Easter morning and 
deliver many of them to 

shut-ins after the service. 

Holy Week & Easter @ 
the Fort, Maundy Thursday 
Potluck & Communion, Apr 
21, 6 pm, in the lower hall; 
Good Friday Service, Apr 
22, 10:30 am in the sanctu-

ary; Easter Sunday Service 

with Bap�sm & Commun-

ion, Apr 24, 10:30 am. 

Spring Flea Market, Sat-
urday, April 30, 9:30-11:30 
am, Fort Massey Church 
Hall. $1 admission. Three 
levels of re-cycled goods! An 
environmentally friendly pro-

ject of our UCW. 

AST’s Convocation, Sat-
urday, April 30, at 11:00 am 
in Saint Benedict Catholic 
Church, 45 Radcliffe Drive, 
Halifax. Fort Massey Student 
Ministers, Terrie Burry and 
Ruth McArthur, will be 

graduating. All are welcome. 

gan (console, pipes and 
machinery)! Pews, Ancient 
Cabinetry! And so much 
more!!! 
   The solution to the prob-
lem is obvious and repairs 
will be made in accordance 
with the relevant Motion at 
our last Annual Meeting. 
The cost of the solution 
provides our entire congre-
gation with an opportunity 
to think of the Joy of Giv-
ing! 
   In the near future  we will 
be presenting you with 

   Now that we have your 
head up, pretend that you 
are looking at the ceiling of 
the sanctuary. Just above 
the ceiling is the roof, and 
then the great outdoors.  
   Now let's focus on the 
roof and think >>>>> shin-
gles, old, brittle, missing! 
   Now think of water 
>>>>> rain,  leaks,  dam-
age (reparable), loss
(irreparable)! 
   Now think of what's at 
risk: Plaster, Ornamental 
Mouldings, Carpets! Or-

more information, including 
a personal letter with details 
or the proposed work. 
   In the meantime we 
would be grateful if you 
would give careful consider-
ation to your possible con-
tribution to this project. 
 
Respectfully yours, 
 
Tim Dean 
 
Submitted on behalf of the 
Finance and Property Com-
mittees 

                              HAPPENINGS AT THE FORT 

“The cost of the 

solution 

provides our 

entire 

congregation 

with an 

opportunity to 

think of the Joy 

of Giving!” 
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“Easter is the 
demonstra-

tion  
of God that 
life is  

essentially 
spiritual and 
timeless.”  

 
~Charles M. 
Crowe 


